
HARTFORD ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

September 10, 2025 

Meeting Notice and Agenda 

Continuance of August 13, 2025 Hearing 

 

The Hartford Zoning Board of Adjustment will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, September 

10, 2025, at 124 Stonecrest Avenue to conduct a site visit. The Board will convene 

immediately after the site visit at Hartford Town Hall, 171 Bridge Street, White River 

Junction, Vermont. 

 

A. Public Hearing 

 

1. Application #03-25 by Laura Simon (owner/applicant) for approval of a setback waiver 

under section 260-52 of the Hartford Zoning Regulations for the installation of solar 

panels, lot 09-0108-000, 124 Stonecrest Avenue, Wilder, in a R-3 zoning district.   

  

You may join the portion of the meeting occurring at Town Hall remotely as follows: 

 

Microsoft Teams Need help? 

Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 295 064 558 773 6 

Passcode: ko23bA3D 

 
Dial in by phone 

+1 802-377-3677,,673696306# United States, Middlebury 

Find a local number 

Phone conference ID: 673 696 306# 

 

If you cannot access this meeting notice electronically or if you are having difficulty 

connecting to the meeting, please email Jo-Ann Ells at jells@hartford-vt.org  

 

B. Administrative matters: 1. Discuss protocol to record hearings. 

 

Application materials are available at the Hartford Town Hall, Department of Planning and 

Development Services, 171 Bridge Street, White River Junction, Vermont (802) 295-3075. 

Persons wishing to appear and be heard may do so in person, or be represented by another 

party and/or submit written testimony.  

 

An interested person who has participated in a municipal regulatory proceeding may appeal 

a decision rendered in that proceeding to the Vermont Environmental Court. Participation in 

a local regulatory proceeding shall consist of offering, through oral or written testimony, 

evidence or a statement of concern related to the subject of the proceeding. 

 

Stephanie Gile, Chair 

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MmMzMmUxMjktNDQxOC00NzdmLWE3NTQtYzUyNGFhMzVhMzEz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223fa77009-bff2-4518-8779-f9ec95d77a1d%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22f28550bd-6648-48a2-b721-341f3e170024%22%7d
tel:+18023773677,,673696306
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/c96ef498-5a10-4143-a06f-4c350cf2f965?id=673696306
mailto:jells@hartford-vt.org
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HARTFORD ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT  

 

Application #03-25 by Laura Simon 

for approval of a setback waiver 

for the installation of solar panels 

lot 09-0108-000, 124 Stonecrest Avenue 

Wilder, in a R-3 zoning district 

 

This decision pertains to application #03-25 by Laura Simon (owner/applicant) for approval of a 

setback waiver under section 260-52 of the Hartford Zoning Regulations for the installation of 

solar panels, lot 09-0108-000, 124 Stonecrest Avenue, Wilder, in a R-3 zoning district. 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

Based upon the information contained in the exhibits for this application (see attached list) and 

the evidence adduced at the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting of August 13, 2025 and 

September 10, 2025, the Hartford Zoning Board of Adjustment makes the following Findings of 

Fact: 

 

General Information 

 

1. The owner of lot 09-0108-000 is Laura Simon who acquired the lot on 04-08-20. The 

deed is filed in vol. 570, pp. 210 of the Hartford Land Records.   

 

2. The lot is located at 124 Stonecrest Avenue in Wilder. 

 

3. The lot is developed with a single-family dwelling.  

 

4. The lot is approximately 0.38 acres.  

 

5. The lot is class one (1), municipal sewer and water. 

 

6. The lot is in an R-3 zoning district.  
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This Application  

 

7. The applicant proposes to place 4 ground mounted solar panels in a 14’ x 6’3” area in the 

front of the property for “off grid emergency back up.”  

 

8. The setbacks in the R-3 zoning district are 25’ front, 15’ sides, and 20’ rear. 

 

9. The applicant seeks a Setback Waiver to allow the proposed panels to infringe into the 

25’ front setback. The panels will be 6’ from the front property line  

 

All other setbacks will be met.  

 

10. Section 260-52 of the Zoning Regulations sets forth a process and criteria for obtaining a 

setback waiver. The intent of section 260-52 of the Zoning Regulations “is to provide 

flexibility in setback requirements for the placement of primary and accessory structures 

in all zoning districts while maintaining the character of the area.” A setback waiver may 

be considered, providing that a minimum setback of 5’ is maintained, if one of the 

following criteria is met.  

 

(A) When the reduction is no greater than the front or side setbacks for existing 

structures on adjacent lots on the same street frontage.   

(B) For greater fire safety as recommended by the Hartford Fire Department. 

(C) For greater preservation of open land/agricultural land or scenic vistas.   

(D) For greater preservation of other natural resources, such as, but not limited to 

surface waters, wetlands, or steep slopes. 

(E) For increased energy conservation and renewable energy structures. 

(F) The waiver, if authorized, will represent the minimum necessary to achieve the 

stated purpose of this Section.” 

 

According to the applicant, “Placing the panels closer to the road will achieve 

greater sun exposure over lifetime of panels (@ 40 years). Approximately, ½ hour 

more sun in the a.m. and ½ hour more sun in the p.m. 

 

Attached are 3 photos. Photo A 1 shows where the sun is around 5:13PM on 

7/18/25. Obviously, if I moved the array further up the incline on my front yard two 

things happen: 1. I will not get as much sun because the further from the road and 

closer to the trees surrounding the property the less sun is available for fewer hours. 

This is a south facing array. 2. Since the area closest to the road has the best incline 

towards the sun, as the array is moved up the hill it needs to be installed at more of 

an angle which makes it more noticeable to neighbors and blocks sun to the garden. 

  

Additional photos (B 1-3) show the location of the trees to the east and west of the 

property.  The north behind the house is also all covered with trees, but the house 
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would shade that as well. The second photo A2 shows the house at 9:21 AM on 7-

21-25 and the third photo A 3 shows what it would be like at 10:27 AM on 7/21/25 

with the array moved 21 more feet back on flatter land into the space which is now 

my garden. So it actually takes around an hour to get the sun if the array is 25’ from 

the property line (and the property line is 25’ from the center of the road). Over the 

course of the life of the array (@ 40 years) that would be a lot of sun and electricity 

not generated.” (E) 

 

(See exhibit #2) 

 

11. The applicant understands that construction of the project must comply with the 

following: 

 

Earth moving and hauling, rock drilling or crushing, jack hammer and similar 

excessively loud equipment shall not be operated on Sundays or between the  

hours of 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. except in emergency situations. 

 

12. The applicant understands that any stockpiling of materials related to the construction of 

the project must be located twice the distance of the height of the stockpiled materials 

from any public or private right-of-way or property boundary. 

 

13. The applicant understands that the project must meet the following standards: 

 

(1) Any changes in grading shall be made so that runoff is directed to established 

drainage courses and will not cause ponding or flooding of other properties, or exceed 

the capacity of downstream drainage facilities.  

(2) When possible, drainage systems shall be designed so that water runoff existing 

prior to site development shall not be increased after development.  

(3) All changes in grade shall be controlled so as not to cause a nuisance or damage to 

other properties or erosion of topsoil.  

 

14. The applicant understands that applicable erosion and sediment control measures as 

specified in the most current edition of the Low-Risk Site Handbook for Erosion 

Prevention and Sediment Control published by the Vermont Department of 

Environmental Conservation will be followed.  
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15. The applicant understands that they retain the obligation to identify, apply for, and obtain 

any relevant State permits for this project. 

 

16. The applicant understands that they must obtain a zoning permit to finalize this approval 

and that the permit must be obtained before the commencement of construction of the 

project. The applicants further understand that the issuance of the zoning permit only 

authorizes the construction of the project in compliance with the Findings, Conclusions 

of Law, Approved Plans, Exhibits and Conditions as specified herein.  

 

17. The applicant understands that all activities authorized by the issuance of the zoning 

permit shall be started within six (6) months and completed within two (2) years of its 

date of issue, or the zoning permit shall become null and void and reapplication to 

complete any activities shall be required.  Any activities not completed within the above 

permit period shall be subject to any ordinance in effect at the time of reapplication.  One 

six (6) month extension to both time periods may be granted by the Planning Commission 

prior to the expiration periods noted.  

 

18. The applicant understands that they must obtain a Certificate of Occupancy from the 

Zoning Administrator upon completion of the project. The applicant understands that a 

Certificate of Occupancy will not be issued if the project is not in compliance with these 

Findings, Plans and any conditions placed on the decision. 

 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Hartford Zoning Board of Adjustment concludes 

that the proposed development will:  

 

• Be compatible with the scale and design of structures and overall existing 

            development pattern of the surrounding area.  

• Not impair reasonable or appropriate use of adjoining properties. 

• Not result in greater impacts on natural resources.  

• Not impair sight distances on public or private roads. 

 

DECISION 

 

The Hartford Zoning Board of Adjustment, based upon the forgoing Findings of Fact and 

Conclusions of Law, hereby approves application #03-25 by Laura Simon (owner/applicant) for 

approval of a setback waiver under section 260-52 of the Hartford Zoning Regulations for the 

installation of solar panels, lot 09-0108-000, 124 Stonecrest Avenue, Wilder, in a R-3 zoning 

district on the condition that upon completion of the project and before a Certificate of 

Occupancy is issued, the applicant submits written verification confirming that the project 

was constructed in accordance with this Decision.  
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This decision is also subject to the condition that no modification or expansion shall be made to 

the project as described and limited in the above Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law 

without the written approval of the Hartford Zoning Board of Adjustment and/or the Hartford 

Planning Commission.  This decision may be revoked, and a new application or permit required 

if conditions and findings are violated or modified without written approval. 

 

The applicants are responsible for insuring compliance with all applicable State and Federal 

regulations pertaining to this application. 

 

Those in favor:  

 

Those in opposition:  

 

Those not participating:  

 

Dated at Hartford, Vermont this   day of September 2025. 

 

 

HARTFORD ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT     

    

 By:  

Chairperson/Vice-Chairperson 

 

Appeal Rights: An interested person who has participated in the proceeding related to this 

decision has the right to appeal this decision to the Vermont Environmental Court, pursuant to 24 

V.S.A. s. 4471 and V.R.E.C.P.5, in writing, within 30 days of the date of this decision. If you fail 

to appeal this decision as described above, your right to challenge this decision at some future 

time may be lost. You will be bound by this decision, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. s. 4472 (d) 

(exclusivity of remedy; finality). 

 

EXHIBIT LIST 

 

1. Application #03-25 

 

2. Site plan, response to Jo-Ann Ells’s memo of July 15, 2025, and photos 

 

3. Document entitled “Application for a Setback Waiver, Supplemental Information,” prepared 

by Laura Simon dated 07-09-25 

 

4. Memo from Jo-Ann Ells date July 15, 2025 

 

5. Letter from Mary Trammell dated August 4, 2025 

 

6. Email from Laura Simon dated August 13 ,2025 
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Jo-Ann Ells

From: Laura Simon <simonlaura06@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2025 9:41 AM

To: Jo-Ann Ells

Subject: Fwd: wrn August 13

[EXTERNAL EMAIL:  DO NOT CLICK on links or open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.] 

Jo-Ann 
 
Please forward this to the Zoning Board. Also attached is my neighbor’s letter. I probably will drop off a 
copy as well since l have to pay my taxes.  
Thanks, Laura 
 
---------- Forwarded message -------- 
From: Dave Bonta <dgbonta@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Aug 14, 2025 at 7:47 AM 
Subject: Re: wrn August 13 
To: Laura Simon <simonlaura06@gmail.com> 
 

Hi Laura,   
These are the answers to your questions; 
What is the capacity of the batteries and of the solar panels?  
The battery capacity is 400 amp hours at 24 volts, or about the same as a 5kW Tesla Power wall. 
It will offer back up power to run critical loads from a separate breaker panel that is not connected to the 
grid. 
The Solar panels produce 400 watts each and the 4 of them are expected to produce about 12-1,500 
watts per hour in optimum conditions. 
They are not connected to the grid and only act as back up to the batteries during a grid failure. There is 
no back feeding to the grid. 
 
What will happen to the electricity the panels produce once the batteries are filled?  
The charge controller in the system will shut down the panel's production when the batteries are fully 
charged, similar to a voltage regulator in a car. 
Loads that are connected to the battery pack by way of an off grid inverter will use the energy 
produced  in  an ongoing way so that the system balances between use in production time and use 
during the off hours . During grid failure, the system provides backup power using the panels during the 
day and the batteries at night.  
There is no back feeding or Islanding of power to the grid. This is an independent off grid system that 
takes some of the household loads off the grid to save money as well as provide critical loads security. 
Dave 
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