TOWN OF HARTIFORD SELECTBEOARD MINUTES
Tuesday, April 4, 2023, 3:00pm
Hartford Town Hali, 171 Bridge Street,
White River Junction, VT 05001
This meating was conducted in person at Town Hall

Present: Michael Hoyt, Chair; Dan Fraser, Vice-Chair; Ally Tufenkjian, Member; Lannie
Collins, Member; Mary Erdei, Member; Rocket, Member, Ally Tufenkjian, Member; Lana
Livingston; Gail Ostrout; Paula Nulty; Joe Maicr; judy Howey; Max Overstrom-Coleman;
Patti Holmes; Sandi Mariotti; Jennifer Kravitz; Heidi Duto; Geri Williams; Mary Lou Scelza,
Nancy Russel

Zoom Participants: Kim Souza, Clerk; Mike Moiris; Cathy Melocik; Doris Villandra
JAM LINK:

https:.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZ13sb0400w&list=PLAdkfOugxof7F Gsvb7b8PHLF aNf
KZba-g&index=2

L Call to Order the Selectboard Meeting by Chair, Mike Hoyt at 6:00PM.
1. Pledge of Allegiance was recited and led by Lannie Collins.
. Locai Liguor Control Board: Selectboard Chair, Mike Hoyt recessed the
Selectboard Meeting and opened the Local Liquor Control Board.
New :
a. Selectboard Member, Mary Erdei made the motion to approve a 2nd
Class Liguor License for Frontinalis, LLC dib/a Fontinalis.
Seilectboard Member, Aliy Tuienkjian seconded the motion. 5 were
in favoy, 1 vecused {Souzaj and 1 abstained (Fraser). The motion
passed.
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favor, 1 {Ceilins) pot in favor, 1 recused (Souza) and 1 abstained

Seieciboard Viember, Lannie Coilins made the motion to approve
Jake’s Quechee Narket, Inc., d/b/a Jake’s Quechee Market for a 2
Class, Tobzacco and Tobacco Substitute Endorsement. Selectboard

Member, Mary Erdei seconded the motion.5 were in favor, 1 recused

(Souza) and 1 abs*tained (Fraser). The motion passed.

Selectboard Chair, Mike Hoyt closed the Local liquor Control Board and reopened
the Selectboard Meeting at 6:22nm.

Iv.
V.
VL

Local Cannabis Coniroi Board: None
Order of Agenda: No Changes
Selectboard

1.

Public Comment

Patti Holmes, from WRJ, addressed the Selectboard on her opinion
about the past meetings and how the Seieciboard has acted. They
must be held accountable for their actions.

Mary Lou Scelza, from Hartford, commanted on ihe Qutside

Consumption request thai was brought tc the Board in the Local Liquor
ontrol Beard session. She would recomimend approving the extended
area. She also commented on the Board’s actions in the past meetings.
-ioping the Board can go forward with talking about issues and do what
's best for the Town, not the individual Board members.

Geri Williams, from Wilder, reminded the noard that she had voted for

ihe current Selectboard members and they represent her and all the
people ir the town. They must not forget that. She urged the Board to
have basic understandings of the Robert's Rules of Order. She asked
the Board to please conduct the businzss of the Town in a business
way. She urges the Board to get out and hear the voices of the
community.

Heidi Duio, from WRJ, commented about the last 2 meeting and the
Chair’s lack of control. She noted the lack of dignity and respect. She
asked the Chair to do betier. She wanis 2!l the board members to know
Robert’s Rules and the Town Charter. She also asked about the Wilder
Park & Ride lights. Gail Ostrout said that they are working on a grant for
the lights.

Doris Villandra, from Wilder (zoom). Appalled how Rocket was
interrupted by Mary in last week’s meeting. Moving forward she hopes
that board members don't interrupt other hoard members. She also was
upset that the Chair didn't take control to quiet things down at that
meeting when Rocket left.

Cathy Melocik, from Wilder (zoom) hoping as we moved forward with

training for the Selectboard that the 5-minute limit that is for citizens will
be the same for Selectboard members. We need to go forward to get
the business done.

Mike Morris, from Hartford (zoom). He noted that Hartford Selectboard
has been in the paper lately. We need to work on more positive news.
Everyone should work together to calm things down. On another topic,
he said that Kim Souza made a promise to step down from the Town




3.

Manager Search Committee if Lannie got elected. Now she has
rescinded her decision to do that based on other reasons. He would like
to know why she did this. Kim Souza responded that she did make that
offer before the elections. She had every intension to abide by that
agreement. After the organizational meeting on March 9t she felt that
she had given up enough and she wotid stay on the TMSC.

Seleciboard Comments and Announcements
Lannie Collins presented a docurnent from California that has more
simpiified rules of procedure than Robert’s Rules of Order.

Mary Erdei suggested that the Selecthoard members keep their
comments to a maximum oi 2 minutes. Dan Fraser agreed and Rocket
ana Lannie Collins objected. Mike Hoyt agreed that they should be able
to limnit comiments to at ieast 5 minutes.

Kirn Souza had shared her plans and ideas for training at the last
Selectboard meeting which includes a code of conduct for Selectboard
meetings. She invited Lannie to work with her on a code of conduct for
the Selectboard. Kim has asked about the status of litigations within the
town. She would like an update at the next meeting in Executive
SESSI0nN.

Recket would like to see history inat any board member has gone more
man 5 minutes addressing ine Board. Rocket explained more about his
actions of the last meeting. e leit as an act of civil protest and he did
listen in on Zoom after leaving the meeting. He does care about his
commitment to the Town. He also, after much thought, will not be
‘eaving nis cormnmitment to tne Town. de woula iike th Town to move
forwaid peaceriuily.

Aqy Tulenkjian expressed gratiiuae o everyone that is taking the time
"G snare helr perspeciives.

Ve oyt reminded the Board that they will need to take up the Charter
zcain. Also, to discuss the proposed ordinance that will limit discharge
ol irezafms in heavy populated zieas.
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¢. Seleciboard Vice Chalr, Dan rraser made the motion to
r22ponin? Sz Camohell 4o tha Hertford Commitiee on
Racia: Eduity and Inciusion for a two-vear term peginning
April 4, 2023, Selectboard Member, Marv Erdei seconded the
motion. Ail were in favor and the motion passed.

4. Town Manager and Significant Activiiy Ravort
Sig acis:

https://cms5.revize.com/revize/hartfordvt/Significant%20Activity%20Re
port%20Total.pdf

Staffing leveis: Noted on the Sig Acts. The Board requested to also
have the fotal number of employaees/onenings per depariment.
Gates Street: Updated by Gail Ostrout. Timeline was presented.
Paving: Schedule was provided; EV Chargers: the ones in the
downtown parking lot are not working. tindated by Dana Clawson.

5. Board Renorts, Miotions & Ordinances
a. Acceniance of revised TIF District FY 2022 Annual Report and
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Vil. Commission Raporis

Ally Tufenkjian

Resilient Hartford:

-This year, the Commitiee intends o slow down on plan Hing;
healthy soil; improve their watering system; and work on bu j
community and finding educational opportunities that go zlo ith their work. The Food
Forest Subcommittee has iherefore decided to form five iearms: Water Team, Growing
Team, Outreach Team, Infrastructure Team, and Fundraising Team. Interested community
members can reach out io Maii Osborn (mosborn@hartford-vt.org) it they'd like to
volunteer.

ok or huilding




-The Quechee Abenaki Garden and Wilder School food forest project are both progressing
nicely.
-The Committee still has two openings.

Hartford Committee on Racial Equity & Inclusion (HCOREI):

-Committee reorganized officers; Sara Campbeil remains Chair, Molly Armbrust was
appointed Vice Chair, and Pat Autilio remains Clerk.

-The School Board ratified the recently amended HCOREI charge at its 3/8 meeting.
-Committee discussed the idea of creating a resolution in honor of the late HCOREI and
community membser Ann Raynolds.

-Committee meiviber jonrn Hail brought forwaid the idea of having a joint discussion
between the Seiectvoard ana the School Board on the future of equity work in Hartford as
a joini projeci between poth Boards. Further discussion will likely take place at the next
meeting.

-Member Johri Haii's 1erm has ended so there is now an open seat on the Committee. A
huge thank you o John for his years of service on the Cornrrittee and for the kind, wise
way he has led wis work forward for Hartford.

Hartford Commitiee cn Housing and Homelessness:

-Appointed Alex belensz w be the Commitiee’s representative for the Town Plan Steering
Commitiee.

-Discussed ouirzach io differant towns 1o iearn more about what they are observing and
doing locally and regionally. The Committee will exter*:d invitations to various towns and
leaders of housing-refated intlictives to connect with them,

-Continued aiscussion on ine Commitiee’s areas of inierest and potential scope of work
and will be creafing a2 document to capture the Commitiee’s focus areas and next steps.

Dan Fraser

Tree Board

Apiil Tree of wthe Monin i ’me anmgo (Gikge siloba), e first and last

new rees planied on Seuty Main Strest asross from Tucker Box restaurant. |t
will grow to a hefghi‘ of 2550 and has fan-shaned bright green leaves. It
oierates heat ’*ei" octution and salt which makes it a2 great street tree.
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%plect'mard \”cn & ha-r mace fhn mot on ‘ro rloae fhe n—xnr-utmn sessmn at
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passed.

Adjourn the Selectboard Meeting: Selectboard Vice Chair, Dan Fraser made

the motion to adjourn the meeting. Selectboard NMember, Ally Tufenkjian
sec nded ths}ﬂnoiagm Ali were in favor and the motion passed.

Kim So ’a, Clerk (
4/4/R023 Minutes



