


HARTFORD PARKS & RECREATION MINUTES
 06/08/2023/5:02 pm | Meeting called to order by David Crocco, Jr.
Commission Members In Attendance
David M. Crocco Jr. (presiding), Nikki Boyle, Allison Childs, Brett Mayfield 
Commission Members Absent
Tom McCleary
Others in Attendance
Mary Erdei, Selectboard liaison, Scott Hausler, Director
Approval of Minutes
A motion was made by 	Brett Mayfield				.  Seconded by:  Nikki Boyle			
In Favor 			all			 Opposed  					
The motion was Approved or Disapproved?  	approved			
Citizen Comments
Scott indicated that there is an issue with some of the community garden users at Ratcliff Park.  There is an individual who stores some excess gardening supplies and wire at the site and this is causing disturbance among the other gardening participants.  Scott will investigate further.
Commission Member Comments
Nikki noted that the softball field at Ratcliffe Park is in rough shape.  The 5th and 6th grade girls softball team are using the field and it is difficult to play with the field conditions.  Scott suggested that Nikki drop Jay McDonough an e-mail and ask him to look into it for a resolution. 
Directors Report *
Reviewed opening of the pool.  Scott reported that a soft opening for the pool is scheduled for June 10th and 11th with the official opening on June 17th
Reminder that volunteers are needed for parking at the Balloon Festival for the weekend of June 16, 17 & 18.  Shifts will be for 3 to 4 hours at a time.
Youth baseball and softball programs have grown this year.  Successful high school seasons and visits from their coaches to games and practices have also encouraged younger players to participate at a beginning level.

*See Directors Parks & Recreation Department Significant Activity Report of May 26th, 2023 and June 9th, 2023.

Old Business David Crocco, Jr.
Community Center:  David suggested that we begin to develop questions to begin preparing the survey; no more than 10 questions per meeting; and discuss in depth at least three of the questions per meeting, suggested questions were handed out. We should also develop a list of names and organizations in the community who would be passionate and/or become a funding partner for a community center. It was suggested that we plan trips to nearby towns/cities who have community centers and tour their facilities for suggestions.  Visits would also help identify what we want to have in our community center.
Needle Drops In Parks:  Brett reported that drug use continues in our parks and used needles in the parks are being found.  It was noted that we aren’t the only town/city that is experiencing this issue.  Some towns/cities have erected steel and/or plastic units where needles can be disposed of safely.
Motion was made by Nikki Boyle, seconded by Allison Childs, and approved to request Scott Hausler to work with the Health Officer to obtain information about disposal units.  
Park Ordinance Update: Scott reported that there is a new park ordinance in effect concerning the use of drugs in parks.
New Business
Scott reported that Mike Vanesse has resigned from the Board and we would be looking for new members to fill the vacant positions.
 Next Meeting & Agenda Items
Add to Agenda for Discussion:  Schedule visit to community center. 
Next Meeting – August 10th, 2023, Town of Hartford Municipal building
Adjourn
Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by:  Nikki Boyle.  Seconded by:   Brett Mayfield.  All in Favor: all.  
Opposed: None.  Adjourned at: 6:03 p.m.  Respectfully submitted by:    Allison Childs.  Date: 8/04/2023

Hartford Parks & Recreation Commission Members
Chair:  David M. Crocco Jr.  (7/25/2024)
Vice Chair: Allison Childs (04/04/2025)
Clerk:  Tom McCleary (03/08/2024)
Member:  Brett Mayfield (05/16/2025)
Member:  Nikki Boyle (04/04/2025)
Vacant: (2 positions)

Signed this  	 day of 		, 2023.   By:  							
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